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WASHINGTON - UNIVERSITY IN- ST LOUIS

DERsHSRof Eret
1.5, Depariment of Energy

Yucca Mounlain Site Characterizalion Office RE C EIV ED
M /S #0025
P.O. Box 30307 OCT 16 20m

North Last Vegas, NV 890360307
Re: Wasle shipmenls to Yucca ML Sile
Dear Ms. Hanlon:

I am wriline 1o regisler a sirong prolest against the plan to ship irritaled fuel rods - high-level
nuclear waste — Lbiouei* the center of the countrv, and throueh Si. Louis in particular. As vou
know. lhe Yucca Mouniain site is geotogicaliv unstable and SEISHHL&HV unsuitable for this
purpose, making il a poor choice at besi for sloring materials with half-lives (hal exiend for lens,
hundreds of thousands. and even millions of vears. In addition. as Nafure has recenily pointed
oul, it is most likely thal the Department of Enereyv is “seriouslv undereslimaling the risk
presenled” al ihe site by volcanoces (see issue of 30 Aueusi 20001: 850).

In addition, as recenl events have demonsliated, transport accidents unauestionablv will
happen - and most likely. with relalive frequency. A sixly car [reieht train carrvine hazardous
chemicals derailed in a lunne! in Baltimore in Iuiv a runaway train sans conducior lraveled
seventv miles in Mav before il could be stooped.

Closer to home, on Mav 13. 2081 a mere six months ago. a freight train carrvine coal derailed no
more than five miles from mv home, in Webster Croves. a close-in 5. Louis suburb. emplvine
thirteen coal cars just across the street {rom homes in Websier Groves: just a little over a mile
from mv brother’s home — which houses mv thirteen-vear-old nephew as well as my brother
and sister-in-law,

And {inally - and most {righteninely - the lragedy of 11 September has brouehl home vividlv 1o
all of us the daneers of Doienlnl sabotage bv terrorists, which it may well n ol e within the
power of the NRC's ar ‘med escorls to prevent If nothing else wemhs with vou. this faclor
should sure tv cause the NRC lo reverse ils decision {0 ship nuclear materials cross- countrv {most
of which would cross our area by lruck and rail} to the unstable Yucca Mounlain site.

1 hope these comments, along with those of miy 5L Louis area i wighbors, will persuade the NRC
(hat the ¢ proposed Yiicca Mountain plan will Dui all of us in iecpardy. from the easl coast lo Utah
- and will endanom those of us in the middiec of the counlry in par ticutar. 1 bee vou Lo reconsider
and. further, lo devise plans to phase out the eeneration of Teactor wastes which will need {o be
stored virlually for the life of the planet. Qur lives, and especially our children’s - who have no
sav in this decisicn. which makes us doublv responsible for protecting them - will be put at
risk unnecessarily by the Yucca Mounlain Plan. Please hear our reasoned and informed pleas.
and thank vou for vour altention.

Yours sincerely,

Tifl N. Levin (Ph.D. Candidale. Washington Universily in 5L Louis)
ashington University
Campus Box 1122
One Brookings Drive

St. Louis, Missouri 63130-4899
(314) 889-5190



